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   Revised 25 Feb. 2026 

Russian Postal Censorship in Finland 

https://censor.jiv.dk  

Jon Iversen 

     

Sotasensuurin henkilökunta (War censor staff). Postilaisia (Post office staff): 1. Ragnar Nylander, 2. Väinö 

Kovander, 3. Teo Kiljunen, 4. Lauri Lehtinen, 5. Herman Mattlar, 6. Huugo Verhiö, 7. Väinö Pohjanoksa, 8. 

Hannes Vilke, 9. Emerik Leskinen, 10. Huugo Rainio, 11. Eero Forss, 14ï17: Tampereen postikonttorin 

postiljooneja (postmen from Tampere posti office). 12. entinen nimismies Kyrölä (former rural police chief ), 

13. vahtimestari (caretaker) Niskanen, 18. liettualainen invaliidi Betta (?) (Lithuanian invalid Betta (?)) , 19. 

päällikkö (chief/master) Smarotskij.. 

 

Post -  and Censor Office Staff in 1917  -  Picture and Text from Postal Museum 

https://censor.jiv.dk/
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Tampere Censor Stamp 

 

  

CS. 1 

 

CS. 2 

 

CS. 3 

 

CS. 4 

 

CS. 5 

 

CS. 6 

 

CS. 7 

 

CS. 8 
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Tampere Censor Stamp  

 

 

 

CS. 9 

 

CS. 10 

 

CS. 11 

 

CS. 12 

 

CS. 13 

 

CS. 14 

 

CS. 15 
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CS. 16 
 

CS. 17 
 

CS. 18 

 

CS. 19 

 

CS. 20 

 

CS. 21 

 

CS. 22 
 

CS. 23 

 

CS. 24 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 1

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Type:  General 
Shape:  Rectangular box, single frame 
Size:  19 x 38 mm 
Description:  Three lines of text: Russian, 

Finnish & Swedish 
Text:  War Censor(ing) 
Ink:  Red, violet 
Subtypes:  One censor stamp was issued, but three 

listed as stamps changed appearance with 
use. See the Editor's note and, for example, 
CS No. 3. 

 
Dates of Use: 
Mark No. 1  20 Oct. 1914 to 28 Dec. 1914 1 
Mark No. 2  28 Dec. 1914 to 15 Feb. 1915 1 
Mark No. 3  12 Feb. 1915 to 23 Mar. 1915 1

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment: 
CS issue date is 20 Oct. 1914, when Tampere censors 
received stamps for their use. Ink changes from red to red-
violet then to violet. Only one stamp was used but 
appearance changes with time from 1) clear and sharp to 
2) thick lettering, and 3) thick lettering with the first Russian 
word partially missing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Upper Right: This strike 

was applied on 8. I. 15 

according to the 

backstamp, about the 

middle of the time frame 

for use of Mark No. 2. 

 

Right: This strike was 

applied on the first day of 

period recognizing Mark 

3. The purely violet ink 

came later. 

 

Left: Mark 1 struck 2. XI. 14. The 

mark is clean, and the letters are 

sharp. Illustrations are not to scale.  
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 2 

 

 

 
Mark No. 1 

 
Type:  General 
Shape:  Rectangular 
Size:  19 x 35 mm 
Description:  Three lines of text: Russian, Finnish & 

Swedish 
Text:  War censor(ing) 
Ink:  Red, violet 
Subtypes:  Mark Nos. 1, 2 & 3. Mark No. 1: all sides are 

straight; No. 2: upper frame line is wavy; 
No. 3: upper frame line and right-side lower 
corner are wavy and the letters "sen" on 
the second line were replaced with fonts of 
a slightly different type. 

 
Dates of Use: 
Mark No. 1  03 Nov. 1914 to  27 Feb. 1915 1 
Mark No. 2  04 Dec. 1914 to  21 Mar. 1915 1 
Mark No. 3  04 Jan. 1915 to  03 Jun. 1915 1 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 2 

 

 
Mark No. 3 

 
Comment: 
Mark is generally distinct and stamped on the upper right 
area of an object. Ink changed from red to violet in late 
November 1914. Seen on general correspondence, post(al) 
cards, and printed matter covers. 
 
Overlapping usage confirms that three different censor 
stamps were in use at the same time. 
 
Rarity: 
All three marks are very common, level 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Below: This mark struck in red ink 

was censored on 25. XI. 14 

according to the exit cds on the back. 

This envelope, franked at 5 penni, 

carried a printed notice. 

 

Above: CS No. 2, Mark 1, was 

struck in violet ink on a first 

class letter, censored 13. XII.14. 

Below: This mark struck in red ink was  
censored on 25. XI. 14 according to the exit  
cds on the back. This envelope, franked at  
5 penni, carried a printed notice.  Below: This mark struck in 
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The bulge on the right hand side of the Mark 3 is rather pronounced and two spots 

are also easily recognized, one to the right of the òʜ.ò  at 12 o'clock and the second 

below the right foot of the ʜ.ò 

Tampere Censor Stamp No. 3  

 

 

 

     

Mark No. 1 Mark No. 2 Mark No. 3 Mark No. 4 Mark No. 5 

 
Type:  General 
Shape:  Circular, two rings 
Size:  Diameter: 29 mm 
Description: Russian letters  έͼΦ ͒Φέ in center 
Text:  Censor(ing) Allowed 
Ink:  Violet-red, red 
 
Comment: 
Seen solo on objects, (i.e., on passively censored objects.) 
The thickness of rings varies, likely due to the inking and 
force of the strike. Mark 5 was not used before June 29, 
1915 and Mark 6 only from August to October 1915. 
 
According to T & K, Mark No. 6, first reported by Olamo, has 
not been found on the cover. Presumably, its appearance 
would resemble Mark No. 1 above. It is listed here for 
reference only and dates of use are those given by Olamo 
in his catalogue. 
 
Rarity: This CS is the most common of all Tampere marks, 
level 1 rarity. 
 

 

 
Subtypes:  Six reported: 
Mark No. 1  The letter έ͒Φέ cusps are straight. 
Mark No. 2  The letter έ͒Φέ left cusp is angular. 
Mark No. 3  The mark is oval (bulges) at right. 
Mark No. 4  The letter έ͒Φέ cusps are narrow. 
Mark No. 5  There is a hole in the outer ring above the 

ƭŜǘǘŜǊ έ Φ͒έ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴƪ ǎǇƻǘ below the 
letters έͼέ  and over time changes from a 
two-ring to a single-ring appearance. 

Mark No. 6  No opening in the ǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ άέ͒ 
and no spot below the letter έͼΦέ 

 

 
Dates of Use: 
Mark No. 1  20 Mar. 1915 to 23 May 1915 1 
Mark No. 2  05 Apr. 1915 to 10 May 1915 1 
Mark No. 3  02 May 1915 to 19 Jun. 1915 1 
Mark No. 4  30 Mar. 1915 to 18 Jun. 1915 1 
Mark No. 5  26 Jun. 1915 to 14 Oct. 1915 1 
Mark No. 6  02 Aug. 1915 to 11 Oct. 1915   
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 3, continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
The earliest reported dates for single language Russian censor stamps in Tampere is March 20, 

1915. This date is known on CS Nos. 3 and 4. CS No. 3, Mark 1, illustrated above on a registered 

cover from Pori, 25. IX. 15, is seen as a clearly defined double ring general mark. This cover 

was not opened and not subject to active censoring. 

This postal card arrived in Tampere from Helsinki on 7. IX. 15 and was marked with 
CS No. 3, Mark 5. This mark is slightly larger (30 mm) than Mark 1 and 
characterized by a wide or heavy single ring. All subtypes of CS No. 3 are very 
common. 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Type:  Personal  
Shape:  Straight line 
Size:  14 x 27 mm 
Description:  Two lines of text in Cyrillic 
Text:  ά́:ͺͦͪͫΆ έ ό¢:fors) 

ˤΦ (War) ̇ Φ (Censor) No. __ 
/ŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ L5 bƻΦ 

Ink:  Red or violet ink on all marks 
Subtypes:  Ten reported: Nos. 1 - 10. 
 
Dates of Use: 
Mark No. 1  23 Mar. 1915 to 16 Jul. 1915 2 
Mark No. 2  29 Mar. 1915 to 03 Aug. 1915 2 
Mark No. 3  23 Mar. 1915 to 08 Aug. 1915 2 
Mark No. 4  20 Mar. 1915 to 28 Jul. 1915 2 
Mark No. 5  22 Mar. 1915 to 05 Aug. 1915 2 
Mark No. 6  23 Mar. 1915 to 01 Sep. 1915 2 
Mark No. 7  21 Mar. 1915 to 31 Jul. 1915 2 
Mark No. 8 26 Mar. 1915 to 01 Aug. 1915 2 
Mark No. 9 21 Mar. 1915 to 18 Apr. 1915 2 
Mark No. 10  27 Mar. 1915 to 26 Jun. 1915 2 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment: 
Marks often appear near the value marking (franking); most 
often seen on postal cards. Mark 8 is seen front stamped on 
opened and resealed letters. Mark 3 at Post Museum, ID E1 
6946. 
 
Rarity: 
All these marks are common, level 2. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Above: Mark 8 on opened letter resealed 

with Type A-III resealing tape. This mark 

is always seen on the front. On the back 

there is a machine arrival mark at 

Tampere.  

Above: Mark 9 on card from Helsinki, 27. 

III. 15, to Lahti. There are no transit or 

arrival marks on this card at Tampere.  

 

Right: On this card there is a transit cds at 

Tampere, 1. VIII. 15, and an arrival cds at 

Toikko the following day. There does not 

appear to be a consistent practice of date 

marking an object from the Tampere censor 

office.  

 

 

 
Mark No. 9 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Type:  General 
Shape:  Rectangular, double frame, two 

rosettes. 
Size:  22 x 45 mm 
Description:  Two lines of text in Russian with 

date in the middle, Roman letters. 
Text:  ͍͔͚ͦͤͤͦ ͼ͔͚ͤͯͪͦ͘ / ˹͔ ˽ͪͦͨͯ΅͔ͤͦ 

war censor / Not Accepted  
Date 

Ink:  Violet-red 
Subtypes:  Two 
Mark No. 1  Three lines of text 
Mark No. 2  Third line of text is removed 
 
Dates of Use: 
Mark No. 1  08 Jan. 1915 to 23 Nov. 1915 4 or R 
Mark No. 2  24 Jun. 1916 (see below) 5 or RR 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment: 
Eight items on ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ list of items known, mark No. 2 
included.  The physical stamp was recovered from the Post 
Museum's holdings in May 2025. This shows that the 
bottom line has not been removed. The CS is marked "6862.  
 
Rarity: 
Generally, censor ban or άbƻǘ Allowedέ marks are very 
 difficult and are among the most prized censor stamps 
from this period. Mark 2 with the third line of text 
removed, only a single item has been reported. 
Mark No. 1  4 or R 
Mark No. 2  5 or RR  
 
 
 
 
  

 
Mark No. 1 

It is not immediately apparent why the date stamp was also used on 
this cover. The date on CS No. 5 is according to the Julian calendar 
and suggests that the cover was processed without any delay. It is 
possible that either the sender or recipient was on a  list requiring 
the inspection of a second censor or the chief censor.  

The physical stamp was 
recovered from the Post 
Museum's holdings in May 
2025. Thanks to Sanna 
Oikarinen for photos .  
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Tampere Censor Stamps Nos. 5, continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Above. r ight :   

This slip of paper with 

the censor stamp struck 

in the center is the only 

remaining contents from 

this envelope, pictured 

below. The original 

contents were removed 

and most likely 

destroyed unless used in 

a legal proceeding 

against the addressee. 

Three covers are known with CS No. 4, Mark 3 struck on the front with contents removed and a plain piece of paper 

inserted with CS No. 5 indicating that contents were denied passage to the addressee. The initial on the front bears 

a resemblance to Censor Initial No. 4, but the identification is less than certain. 

The censor has removed the contents and struck the ban mark on a piece of paper that was then placed in the 
envelope, resealed and returned to the mail stream (after a suitable delay) for delivery to the addressee. 
If this practice was also employed at the other censor offices, it partially explains why there are so few covers with 
the ban marks struck on the cover itself. And, given the charged political atmosphere, was it safe to keep such items? 

Left:  Postcard sent from Hyvinkää -2 IV 15. Something not allowed by the 

regulations must have been written on the card as the half with the message 

has been cut off, and the address half struck with Cs No. 4 Mark No. 7 and 

the ñNot Allowedò mark. Collection Reijo Tanner. 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 6 
 
 
Type:  Personal 
Shape:  Straight line 
Size:  15 x 49.5 mm (varies w/ signature) 
Description:  Three tiers: two lines of text in Russian 

followed by the ŎŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ 
Text:        ʕ ͫͪ͟·ͭ ͦ ͍͔͚ͦͤͤͦ ͼ͔͚ͤͯͪͦ͘ ͍Ά ͎. ́ ͔͊ͣͣͪͺͦͪͫΆ 

                 ʕ͔ͦͤͤ·͚ ͔̇ͤͦͪ͘Έ 
 War censored in the city of Tampere 

War censor 
/ŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ 

Ink:  Red, red-violet 
Subtypes:  Ten individual marks are reported. 
  

Comment: 
Marks are often indistinct. One Mark appears used without 
a signature on 11 Nov. 1915, seen on all types of general 
correspondence.   
 
Rarity: 
Marks 1, 2, and 3 are fairly common; each is ranked level 3. 
Marks 4 through 9, which are known to be used only on one 
or two items, are rare and ranked 5, RR. Distinguish from 
similar CS No. 10, where the top line of text is slightly longer 
and worded differently, CS No. 6 first word is ʕ ͙ͫͪͭͦ͟, 
whereas the first word of CS No. 10 is ˽ ͪͦͫͣͦͭͪΦ 
 

 
Mark No. 1, Censor: Nylander, 
 (same as CS 10 Mark 10) 
16 Aug. 1915 to 11 Nov. 1915     3 
 

 
Mark No. 2, Censor: Eberg, 
(Name not known from CS 10)  
10 Aug. 1915 to 25 Aug.  1915   3 

 

 
Mark No. 3, Censor: Lang, 
(Name not known from CS 10)  
17 Aug. 1915 to 02 Nov. 1915   3 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 4, Censor: Helle, 
 (same as CS 10 Mark 6) 
20 Aug. 1915 to 19 Sep. 1915  5, RR 
 

 
Mark No. 5, Censor: Verhiö, 
 (same as CS 10 mark 8) 
20 Aug. 1915    5, RR 
 

 
Mark No. 6, censor Forss 
 (same as CS 10 Mark 9) 
31 Aug. 1915    5, RR 
 

 
Mark No. 7, censor Korander 
(Name not known from CS 10)  
02 Nov. 1915 to 14 Nov. 1915     5, RR 
 

 
Mark No. 8, censor Lehtinen 
 (same as CS 10 Mark 7) 
09 Aug. 1915 to 19 Aug. 1915   5, RR 
 

 
Mark No. 9, censor unknown 
 (same as CS 10 Mark 11) 
10 Oct. 1915     5, RR 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 6, continued. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Several of the personal censor stamps 

from Tampere have large signatures 

with distinctive flourishes; Mark No. 2 

is an excellent example. 

 

Late use, this Mark was struck on 21, 

August 1915.  

A money order from Lähti 

30.VIII.1915 to Kiikki with 

a clear Cs. No 6, a personal 

mark from the Tampere 

censor Forss, Mark 6. 

Previously this signature 

was only registered as a 

type No 10 censor stamp 

Mark 9. Mark has also been 

registered on an insured 

letter censured 19 Mar. 

1916.  
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Type:  Personal 
Shape:  Straight line 
Size:  30 x 49 mm 
Description:  Three tiers: two lines of text in 

wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŎŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ 
signature. 

Text:            

         ʕ ͙ͫͪͭͦ͟ ͍͔͚ͦͤͤͦ ͼ͔͚ͤͯͪͦ͘ ͍Ά ͎ ͔́͊ͣͣͪͺͦͪͫΆ 

         ʕ ͔ͦͤͤ·͚ ͔̇ͤͦͪ͘Ά ˴ͦ͡ͻ͚ͦ͗ͫ͟͜ ˾͔͎͙ͫͭͪ͊ͭͦͪΆ
   
         Opened by Military Censorship in  Tammefors 
         Senior Military Censor Collegiate Registrar 

/ŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ / Schkolnov 
 

Ink:  Violet-red 
Subtypes:  None 
 
Dates of use:  07 Sep. 1915 to 10 Nov. 1915 5 or R 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Comment: 
The wording in this CS is unique both to mail being opened 
by Military Censorship and the rank of the military officer 
inspecting the mail. Although the text reads a Senior 
Military Censor, the title, "Collegiate Registrar," suggests a 
person of low rank, 14th rank, equivalent in military terms 
to a warrant officer. 
There are only a few censor stamps that include the military 
rank of the censor; in every example, the military 
officer is a Russian assigned to censorship duties in Finland. 
The marks are very elusive. 
 
Rarity: 
This CS is rare, level 5 or RR.  

 

 

Tampere censor stamp No. 7 on cover sent from Raahe 1.XI.15, arriving Tampere 

2.XI.15, leaving censor office same day. Olamo recorded a single date, 7. Sep. 1915 

and this is one of only three reported covers. 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 8 

 

 

 

 

 
Mark No. 1 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ άɼΣέ ŎǳǎǇǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǿƛŘŜ 
16 Oct. 1915 to 08 Mar. 1916 2 

 
 

 
Mark No. 2 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ άɼΣέ ŎǳǎǇǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƘƛƴ 
10 Oct.  1915 to 13 Feb. 1916 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Type:  General 
Shape:  Circular, triple ring, one rosette 
Size:  Diameter: 40 mm 
Description:  Cyrillic letters  
Text:  ͔́͊ͣͣͪͺͦͪͫΆ ˤ͔ͦͤͤ͊Ύ ͔̇ͤΉͯͪ͊ 

ά˨ Φ ̇Φέ. in center 
 Tampere war censor 

άD. TsΦέΣ Censor(ing) allowed,  
Ink: Violet-ǊŜŘΣ άŘƛǊǘȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎέ ǾƛƻƭŜǘ ƘǳŜ 
Subtypes:  Four known 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Mark No. 3 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ άɼΣέ ŎǳǎǇǎ ǿƛŘŜƴ Upwards. 
05 Nov. 1915 to 01 Mar. 1916 2 

 
 

 
Mark No. 4  

There is a vertical line in front of the rosette. 
16 Oct. 1915 to 31 Mar. 1916 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marks 2-4 are taken from Postisensurri Suomessa 1914 - 
1918, Vol. 1, page 28. 
 
   
Comment: 
Marks are often indistinct because of their large size. Seen 
on all 
types of general correspondence and post(al) cards. 
 
Rarity: 
These marks are all common, level 2. 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 8, continued 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Above: Mark No. 1 with wide cusps. This 

card was marked at departure from 

Turku, 2. II. 16, the censor office at 

Tamper, the next day and finally at the 

destination post office, Hämeenlinna, 4. 

II. 16. 

 

Above: The thin vertical line to 

the left of the rosette is clearly 

visible here. 

 

 

 

Left: This strike of CS No. 8 is 

somewhat muddy and outer rings 

blurred from over-inking of the 

stamp. Clear strikes showing 

complete double rings are 

difficult to find. 

Above: Mark No. 2 with narrow cusps. Local letter postmarked 

at Tampere, 17. XI. 15, to Kokemäki backstamp and with 

Tampere postal cds, 19. XI. 15 as exit mark from censor office. 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Type:  General 
Shape:  Circular, triple ring, one rosette. 
Size: Diameter:  35 mm 
Description:  Cyrillic letters  
Text:  ͔́͊ͣͣͪͺͦͪͫͫ͊͟Ύ ˤ͔ͦͤͤ͊Ύ ͔̇ͤΉͯͪ͊ 

ά˨ Φ ̇Φέ. in center 
 Tampere war censor 

άD. TsΦέΣ Censor(ing) allowed,  
Ink:  Violet-red, violet, red 
Subtypes:  None 
Dates of Use:  12 Oct. 1915 to 18 Mar. 1916 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Comment: 
Mark is generally neat and distinct; the location on objects 
varies. Mark is seen on all types of passively inspected 
general correspondence, including registered mail. 
 
Rarity: 
CS is common, level 2.  

 

 

Not all domestic registered letters were opened, inspected, and resealed with a resealing 

tape with a mark identifying the censor. This is an excellent example of registered letter 

treated with a general mark usually seen on passively censored mail. The selection of 

registered mail for inspection of contents would appear to be random or arbitrary. The 

number "901" in black ink from postal registration procedure. 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 10 

 
 

Type:  Personal 
Shape:  Straight line 
Size:  15 x 53 mm 
Description:  Three tiers: two lines of text in 

wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŎŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ 
signature. 

Text:  War censor inspected in the city of 
Tampere 
War censor 
/ŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ 

Ink:  Violet, violet-red, red 
Subtypes:  12 subtypes; No.10a has an added 

word on the second line. 
Comment: 
Marks are cataloged as one although on one mark the first 
and second lines are the same while on the other, the first 
row begins ahead of the other. These marks are seen on all 
types of passively and actively censored mail. Distinguish 
from similar CS No. 6, where the top line of text is slightly 
longer and worded differently, CS 6 first word is ʕ͙ͫͪͭͦ͟ 
whereas the first word in CS 10 is ˽ ͪͦͫͣͦͭͪΦ 
 
Rarity: 
Generally, these marks are very common, common, or 
fairly common.  
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 1, Censor: Unidentified, 
(Name not known from CS 6)  
06 Jan. 1916 to 17 Jul. 1916   2 
 

 
Mark No. 2, Censor: Unidentified, 
(Name not known from CS 6)  
08 Jan. 1916 to 03 Aug. 1916   1 
 

 
Mark No. 3, Censor M. Saltonen 
(Name not known from CS 6)  
03 Mar. 1916 to 02 May 1916   1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 4, Censor Wiik  
(Name not known from CS 6)  
13 Mar. 1916 to 15 Jun. 1916   2 
 

 
Mark No. 5, Censor Kyrölä 
(Name not known from CS 6)  
19 Mar. 1916 to 15 Jul. 1916   1 
 

 
Mark No. 6, Censor: Helle, 
(Same censor as CS. 6 Mark 4) 
05 Dec. 1915 to 07 Sep. 1916   1 
 

 
Mark No. 7, Censor Lehtinen 
(Same censor as CS. 6 Mark 8) 
30 Dec. 1915 to 11. Jul. 1916   2 
 

 
Mark No. 8, Censor: Verhiö, 
(Same censor as CS. 6 Mark 5) 
23 Dec. 1915 to 23 Jul. 1916   2 
 

 
Mark No. 9, Censor Forrs,  
(Same censor as CS. 6 Mark 6) 

08 Dec. 1915 to 02 Aug. 1916  3  
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 10, continued 

 
 

 
Mark No. 10, Censor: Nylander, 
(Same censor as CS. 6 Mark 1) 
10 Dec. 1915 to 16 Jan. 1916   3 
 

 
Mark No. 11, Censor: Unidentified, 
(Same censor as CS. 6 Mark 10) 
23 Nov. 1915 to 10 Jul. 1916   2 
 

 
Mark 12, censor Niskanen 
(Name not known from CS 6)  
14. Apr. 1916 to 14 Jun. 1916  5, RR 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 13, censor N. Keide 
(Name not known from CS 6)  
30 Apr. 1916 to 26 Jun. 1916  5, RR  

 

  
Mark No. 14, censor R. Halila 

(Name not known from CS 6)  

16 Jan. 1916 to 08 Feb. 1916  5, RR 

 Here the censor Kyrölä (CS No. 10, Mark 5) marked the reverse side of the envelope and the contents, a letter from a 

schoolteacher applying for a teaching position closer to his home town. Although the marking of the contents is unusual, 

examples are known from most censor offices on inland mail and on mail to abroad. This letter arrived in the morning 

of 20. IV. 15 and departed the censor office later the same day, arriving at Lauttaylä the next evening. 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 10, continued 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Left: Mark 13, censor N. Keide 

on cover from Wilna (Vilnius) 

Lithuania, via Petrograd and 

Helsinki, 28. IV. 1916, 

uninspected and unopened, to 

Tampere where cover was 

opened, resealed with generic 

three language tape Type A-I 

and the censor date stamp, CS 

16 with date recorded according 

to the Julian calendar. Three 

copies of this mark now 

reported, all on mail from 

Russia. 

 

 

Mark 12. The censor's name, Niskanen, although written in Russian, is easily recognized. The mark use is shown on 

a sample envelope without value, 6. V. 16.  
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 10a 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Type:  Personal 
Shape:  Straight line 
Size:  15 x 53 mm 
Description:  Three tiers: two lines of text in 

wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŎŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ 
signature. 

Text:  War censor inspected in the city of 
Tampere 
War censor Warrant officer 

/ŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ signature / Bette 
Ink:  Violet, violet-red, red 
Subtypes:  None 
 
 
Date of use: 09 Feb. 1916 to 26 Jul. 1916  4, R  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Comments: 
Compared to Cs 10, s 10a has an extra word in the second 
line ά˽ ͪ͊ͨͦͪ΅͙͟Άέ, which is a military rank similar to 
Warrant officer or second lieutenant. 
Full text: 
             ˽ ͪͦͫͣͦͭͪ  ͍ ͔͚ͦͤͤͦ ͼ͔͚ͤͯͪͦ͘ ͍Ά ͎. ́ ͔͊ͣͣͪͺͦͪͫΆ 

             ʕ ͔ͦͤͤ·͚ ͔̇ͤͦͪ͘Έ ˽ ͪ͊ͨͦͪ΅͙͟Ά 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Censor stamp 10a on a postcard cancelled with H:FORS-P:GRAD railway postmark and 

censored at Tampere 22. Feb. 1916.(ex. Jorma Keturi) 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Type:  General 
Shape:  Machine stamp 
Size:  Diameter: 27 mm, space between 

marks vary from 45 - 53 mm. 
Description:  Machine stamp with eight horizontal bars 

and a three-ring center with text between 
the second and third inner rings. 

Text:  Tampere /war censor 
/ŜƴǎƻǊόƛƴƎύ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ά5Φ ¢ǎΦέ ƛƴ the center. 

Ink:  Violet-red 
Subtypes:  None 
 
Dates of Use:  26 Nov. 1915 to 21 Mar. 1916 
 
Comment: 
Mark itself is made of rubber with a wooden stem and 

wooden shaft. Post Museum ID E1 6866. with Russian 

ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ά˨Φ ̇Φέ   ƛƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜΦ  

No postal items known without letters in center of CS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The mark is usually fuzzy, unevenly inked, and often messy. 

It is seen on passively censored general correspondence 

and post(al) cards. 

CS No. 11a is the same as No. 11, except the horizontal bars 
are missing from CS No. 11a.  
 

Rarity: Common, level 1.  

 

  

 
CS No. 11 

Four different machine censor stamps from Tampere are recognized, CS Nos. 11, 11a, 14 and 18). CS No. 11 was 

used on this printed matter cover from Porvoo, 8. XII. 15. The ink on this CS is always a reddish violet and the 

appearance is always partially blurred or indistinct. Arrival 9. XII. 15, and departure, 10. XII. 15. Postal machine 

cancels are on the back as well. 

No ink on the edge of the remaining rubber. The CS has 

probably not been used after removal of Russian letters. 



 

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk       TOP  -    CS    -    CT    -    WAX    -    SIG 

Tampere Censor Marks Å 13 October 1914 to 26 April 1917 Ta-23 

 

Tampere Censor Stamp No. 11a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Type:  General 
Shape:  Machine stamp 
size:  Diameter: 27 mm, space between marks 

varies from 45 - 53 mm. 
Description:  The machine stamp is the same as CS No. 11 

except the horizontal bars are missing 
Text:  Tampere /war censor 

/ŜƴǎƻǊόƛƴƎύ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ά5Φ ¢ǎΦέ ƛƴ the center. 
Ink: Violet-red, violet 
Subtypes:  None 
Dates of Use:  06 Dec. 1915 to 19 Dec. 1915 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment: 
The circular stamp is the same as seen in CS No. 11 except 
that no horizontal lines separate the cds. 
 
Rarity: Fairly common, level 3 
 
  

 
CS No. 11a 

Usually CS 11 & 11a is applied on top of the cover or card upside down, on top of text. Stamps, and 

postmarks, but here below on cover, alone and correct orientated. Inspected at Tampere 5.XII.15. EKU 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Type:  General 
Shape:  Circular, triple ring, one rosette. 
Size  Diameter: 35 mm 
Description:  Text in Russian between the second and 

third inner rings 
Text:  ͔́͊ͣͣͪͺͦͪͫͫ͊͟Ύ ˤ͔ͦͤͤ͊Ύ ͔̇ͤΉͯͪ͊ 

Tampere war censor(ing) 
Ink:  Violet-red, violet, red 
Subtypes:  None 
Dates of Use:  20 Mar. 1916 to 10 Aug. 1916 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment: 
The stamp was converted from Tampere CS No. 9 by 
removing the ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ά5Φ ¢ǎΦέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ /{ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ 
on postal forms (various types of address cards, COD cards) 
and registered mail with resealing tape. This rubber stamp 
and wooden handle are displayed at the Post Museum, ID 
E1 6936. 
 
Rarity 
The mark is common, level 2. 
 
 
 
 
  

 

This registered letter from Helsinki, 28. IV. 16, to Tampere was held one week at the censor 

office, arriving 29. IV. 16 and departing 6. V. 16; yet it was stamped with a general mark. 

This cover is also unusual in that it was mistakenly opened at the top and someone at the 

censor office was careful to write the sender's name over the resealing tape. The number 

"3313" is not a censor marking, but relating to procedure for handling registered letters. 
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Tampere Censor Stamp No. 13 

 

 

Mark No. 1 
 
Type:  General 
Shape:  Circular, triple ring, one rosette. 
Size  Diameter: 40 mm 
Description:  Text in Russian between the second and 

third inner rings 
Text:  ́ ͔͊ͣͣͪͺͦͪͫͫ͊͟Ύ ˤ͔ͦͤͤ͊Ύ ͔̇ͤΉͯͪ͊ 

Tampere war censor(ing) 
Ink:  Violet, violet-red 
Subtypes:  Two 
 
Dates of Use: 
Mark No. 1 20 Mar. 1916 to 22 Jul. 1916 1 
Mark No. 2  31 Mar. 1916 to 01 May 1916 2 
 

 
 

 
Mark No. 2 

 
Comment: 
The stamp was converted from Tampere CS No. 8 by 
removing ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ά5Φ ¢ǎΦέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ hƴ /a bƻΦ н 
there is a vertical line on the left side of the bottom rosette. 
This mark is converted from CS No. 8, Mark 4. These censor 
stamps are seen solo on the front of all types of general 
correspondence and postal forms. This rubber stamp and 
wooden handles are displayed at the Post Museum; ID E1 
6936. 
 
Rarity: 
Mark No. 1 is very common, level 1. 
Mark No. 2 is common, level 2. 
 
  

 

Here the outer rings are partially merged on Mark 1. Two machine cancels on the 

back, arrival at Tampere 28. IV 16 and departure from the censor office the next 

day. 




































