Rauma Censor Marks * 25 October 1914 to 20 March 1917 R-1

Rauma / Raumo / Paymo Censorship
Stamps and Resealing Tapes

25 October 1914 to 20 March 1917
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This is a new Cs reported since last edition of this catalogue, Rauma Cs. No. 8.. Four versions
have been found in the archives, of which only two of them have been reported in active use.
Those two are Mark 2: Censor @uunu (Finni)shown above, and the left hand below Mark No.
1; Censor Kanoniyco (Kalonius). The use of the marks of censor Knemerxosw (Klemekov) and
censor 'enyv (Gents) have not yet been reported.

Moocworp. Bosssol nessypo Mlpocuorp. soennok eusypel Mipocuarp. Boenich Lgnsypoi
r. Paymo r. Paymo r. Payuo
BoeHHbiA LEeH30P® BoeHHuii LEH30P® BoenHbil LeHsop
Kanomiyos Knemexonn. Fenun

Revised 14 May 2026

Russian Postal Censorship in Finland
https://censor.jiv.dk

Jon Iversen
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Rauma Censor Stamp No. 1

Type:
Shape:

Size:
Description:

Text:

Ink:
Subtypes:

Dates of Use:

Right: Domestic cover sent from Kortesjdrvi 18 V 16,
arriving Rauma next day, 19 V 1916 and marked with
LKU of Cs 1. Late 1915 Rauma began to use violet ink.

Boenunan Uewaypa
SOTASENSUURI

KRIGSCENSUREN
General Comment:
Rectangular, single frame Stamp contains the same irregularity as Oulu Censor Stamp
19 x 37 mm No. 1. There is a vertical line immediately after the letter "I"

Three lines of text:

Russian, Finnish & Swedish
BoeHHas LleH3ypa

Sotasensuuri

Krigscensuren

War censor(ing)

Red, violet

None

29 Oct. 1914 to 20 May 1916 1

in the word “SOTASENSUURL.”

e

Mark appears solo on objects. Violet ink seen in May 1915.
Termonen & Keturi measure this CS “19 x 35 mm.” We
believe this is a typographical the correct
measurement is 19 x 37 mm.
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Left: This is the EKU of Rauma CS No. I and the earliest recorded censor mark
from Rauma, on a post card from Viipuri, 29. X. 1914. The censor office opened
25 October 1914, so it is still possible to find earlier censorship markings from
this location.
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Rauma Censor Marks * 25 October 1914 to 20 March 1917 R-4

Rauma Censor Stamp No. 2

BoeHHas yensypa
Sotasensuuri
Krigscensuren
Type: General Comment:
Shape: Rectangular, single frame Mark generally distinct and usually appears in the right side,
Size: 19x35mm upper corner of an object. Two marks may have been in use
Description:  Three lines of text: as both color inks were used on the same day. Violet ink seen
Russian, Finnish & Swedish from April 1915.
Text: BoeHHas LleH3ypa
Sotasensuuri This stamp is easily distinguished from CS No. 1 as the text in
Krigscensuren lines two and three are in sentence case whereas in CS No. 1,
(War censor(ing)) the second and third lines of text are in upper case.
Ink: Red, violet
Subtypes: None Rarity:

Very common, level 1.
Dates of Use: 07 Nov. 1914 to 11 May 1916 1

CS No. 2 is a very common Rauma mark struck on a double weight mixed franked cover from Helsinki, 5.
V.15. The censor wrote his initials over the Rauma exit postmark, 6. V. 15. Handwritten initials or full
personal signatures are very rare on passively censored covers, however, several are known from Rauma.
1t is noteworthy that and written censor initials are very infrequently seen after January 1915 except at
Rauma and Kuopio. This cover has been reduced and cropped at the bottom.

The censor's initial is identified as Censor Initial No. 2.
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Rauma Censor Stamp No. 3

Comment:
Violet ink was used from December 1915 to March 1916.
It is most often seen solo on an object.

Rarity:
Very common, level 1.

Type: General

Shape: Rectangular, double frame

Size: 15x21 mm

Description: ~ One line of text in Cyrillic,” A.1.” "D. Ts."
Text: Censor(ing) allowed

Ink: Red, violet, reddish-violet

Subtypes: None

Dates of Use:

Right: Rauma CS No. 3 is a
common general mark; similar
marks were used in several censor
locations, including Nikolainkau-
punki and Kuopio. Sometimes it is
difficult to ascertain the location
where a cover has been inspected;
however, procedures called for
censorship at the destination
location and mail addressed to
Rauma was most certainly censored
there unless the sender was a bank
or other institution that arranged for
censorship at the departure censor
office. This cover was sent from
Helsinki which did not use this type
of mark.

04 Jun. 1915 to 28 Mar. 1916

1

TEHTAILIJA K. HXRRA EVEKT PAKKALA.

RAUMNA..

L
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Left: Local letter (Kokemdiki lies
within the Rauma censor office
district) with a strong red strike
of CS No. 3 showing the double
frames very clearly.
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Rauma Censor Stamp No. 4

Type: Personal

Shape: Straight line

Size: 10x 70 mm

Description: ~ Two lines of text in Cyrillic

Text: War censored opened
War censor

Ink: Red, violet

Subtypes: Five reported by T & K.

Comment:

Occasionally, the censor has failed to sign his name.
Specimens where the censor has added the name of the city
"Rauma" have also been reported. Mark 1 is without a
censor's signature. Six different censors’ signatures are
known, Mark Nos. 2-7. Distinguish from Nikolainkaupunki CS
No. 10 by carefully measuring the height and length of the
mark. Nikolainkaupunki CS measures 11 x 69 mm. Signatures
also identify location. Seen with resealing tape.

Rarity:

All of these marks are very elusive, 4 or 5 except for Mark No.
3, which is ranked at level 3, common.

BekpbiTo BoeHHOH 1[€HIY PO
Boennbiii Uensops

Mark No. 1 25 Mar. 1915 to 21 Oct. 1915 4,R
Mark 1 is without a censor's signature.

BerpmTo Boemnoil meHsypo
Boeunnii Ilenzops

Y.

Mark No. 2 04 Aug. 1915 to 28 Aug. 1915 4,R

BexpmTo Boemnoft meH3YpOR
Boeuwsni Ifenzops

¢>
Tped

Mark No. 3 30 Oct. 1915 3

Censor: Pycb

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk

BerpwTo BOenmoit mMeH3YPOK
Boeummrit Ilensops

A7

Mark No. 4 17 Oct. 1915 to 16 Nov. 1915 4,R

Bexpmro Boennoit meH3ypok
Boeunnrii Ilensops

=

Mark No. 5

15 Sep. 1915 to 17 Dec. 1915 4,R

Bexpmro Boemmoi mem3ypok
Boeunmii Ilen3ops

K mpen

Mark No. 6 24 May 1915 to 07 Aug. 1915 5, RR
y . i 244
{/‘9 $4 A ” :
Mark No. 7 21 Aug. 1915 5, RR

arm——

| /
DCRPHTO BOCHHOI HGA3YPOT
Roeroad Hogzops A

005 .f

Mark No. 8 04 Jun. 1915 to 06 Jun. 1915
(This is same censor as signature No. 5)

5, RR




Rauma Censor Stamp No. 4, continued

These Rauma censor stamp marks are very elusive. This cover is postmarked KPXP No 11 15.1X.15
(used Helsinki-Pori railway line)and censored at Rauma same day signed with Mark No

5, and resealed with EKU of Censor Tape Type A used at Rauma from 15 Sep. 1915 to 18 Nov.
1916.

Mark 7 is newly reported on cover opened and resealed at Rauma, August 21, 1915. This is the
only known example of this signature written under CS No. 4.
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Rauma Censor Stamp No. 5

Mark No. 1
Type: General date stamp
Shape: Oval, double-ring, two rosettes
Size: 29 x41 mm
Description: ~ Two lines of text, date in center
Text: BoeHHas LleH3ypa (War Censor(ing)
Date
r. Paymo (City of Rauma)
Ink: Violet
Subtypes: Two

Dates of Use:
Mark No. 1 15 Jun. 1916 to 10 Mar. 1917 2
Mark No. 2 04 Jul. 1916 to 04 Feb. 1917 2

Right: This post card was
sent from Kuunsankoski, 27.
IX. 16, to Rauma, 28. IX. 16,
inspected and approved, then
struck with CS No. 5, CM 2,
identified by the incomplete
and bent serif in the letter
“p” in the second Russian
word.

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk

Mark No. 2

Comment:

Mark is generally partially indistinct, and usually stamped in
the lower left corner of an object. At least two stamps were
in use: Mark No. 1, all the letters are correctly aligned. In
Mark No. 2, the serif on the letter “p” in the second Russian
word is incomplete and bent forward.

Rarity:
Both marks are common, level 2.

Left: Both marks were in
parallel use; towards the
end of their service, the
letters become somewhat
worn and the impression
is often blurred as seen
on the last letter of the
Russian text, "yeusypa"
on the top line.
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Rauma Censor Stamp No. 6

BoeHHOM LieH3ypoit
e 22MMM1916 @

TIponTy LLIeHo.

Type: General Comment:

Shape: Rectangular, double frame, two Originally, stamp may have been used as a censor ban mark.
rosettes See Oulu CS No. 4 and Tampere CS No. 5. The Russian word,

Size: 22 x 45 mm "He" on the third line of text was removed which would have

Description: In the center, two lines of text in changed the meaning to "passage allowed"
Russian with date in the center

Text: BoeHHoW LleH3ypoli Rarity:
Date Several examples of this censor stamp have been reported,
MponyweHo but it is very difficult to find one. This CS is ranked 4 or (R) by
War Censor(ing) T & K. As a class of censor marks, the most difficult are the
Date marks denying the letter's return to the mail stream and
Passage allowed delivery to the addressee.

Ink: Violet

Subtypes: None reported

Dates of Use: 22 Jun. 1916 to 12 Aug. 1916

No Cover Illustration Available

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk TOP - CS - CT - SIG
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Rauma Censor Stamp No. 7

Type:
Shape:

Description:

Text:

Ink:
Subtypes:

BoxpuiTo Boemnod LisHsypow .

——— |

Paymoccui soermull yensops Me 4

Personal

Straight line

Size: 8 x 52

Two lines of text in Russian, date

and censor’s personal identification

number

BckpuTo BoeHHol LieHsypon ...191...

(War censored opened....191...)

City of Rauma/No. Censor’s personal
identification number

Violet

Imprint of marks 1 to 10 have been found in a
delivery journal at the National Archives in
Helsinki. Only three different numbers have
been reported in use.

Comment:

Similar mark found in all censor cities. Mark generally
appears along with a resealing tape. The space reserved for
the date is often left blank.

This type mark, so common at other censor locations, is
particularly elusive here. Few resealed covers survive from
Rauma and that is reflected in the rarity of these marks.

Dates of Use:

Mark No. 4 17 Nov. 1916 to 05 Jan. 1917 3
Mark No. 5 300ct..1916to 17 Jan. 1917 4
Mark No. 6 14 Oct. 1916 to 22 Dec. 1916 4

Mark No. 4 is valuated: common, Mark No. 5 and 6: Rare

L
O EYR Q

\~

S

Above: Postcard sent from Hanko 28.X.1916 to Rauma 30.X.1616 with the very

/
hard-to-find Cs.no. 7. This is Mark 5, which is one of only three out of ten, which
have been reported used.30 Oct. 1916 is EKU for any of the marks. / '
Right: A photo from documents in National Archives shows that Marks 1 to 10 , l %
were manufactured. : o

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk
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Rauma Censor Stamp No. 8
Type: Personal
Shape: Straight line 3
Diameter: 22x 39 mm ﬂpﬂﬁMUT[}. BGEHH“H lleﬂﬂmi
Description:  Three lines of text in Russian
censor’s name r- PaY " 0
Text: MpocmoTp. BoeHHo LieH3ypoit BoeHHbI LEHSOPw
r. Paymo T
BoeHHbIl LleH30pb
(War censor inspected) Mark 2: Censor ®uHHu (Finni)
(Raumo) 11 Mar 1916 to 20 Jun. 1916 50rRR
(War censor)
(Censor’s name)
Ink: violet » .
|
Subtypes: Four reported "pu“mp‘ BOBHAON I‘\B“""
Comment: r' Pay I“
This CS is not listed by Olamo or Termonen & Keturi. Mark BoeHHbiA LeH30p®
No. 1 and No. 2 were first reported by Reijo Tanner, who also Knemenons.

provided jpg scan of all 4 marks, found in the National
Archives in Helsinki. At this stage there are no evidence of

Mark 3: Censor Knemekosb (Klemekov)

any active use of Mark No. 3 and 4. No use reported n/a
MpocuoTp. Boehsoll Gessypoi Mpocsarp. Boenich Lgasypod
r. Payuo r. Payuo
BoeHHbI# LEH30P® BoenHbii ueHaopT:
Kanomiyos Fenun
. . Mark 4: Censor leHunb (Gent)
Mark 1; Censor KanoHiycs (Kalonius)
31 Mar. 1916 and 31 May 1916 5 or RR No use reported n/a
N 3
Hymownry. meainai aapped
NG | R S -

Beerrnd uoHsOpe
Kaxoxmiyes

-

X ~ :/.’;\"“/"L‘*'-

St
LSRN~

S

~

Newly recorded (2018) censor stamp No 8, Mark No 1 stamped on of cover sent
from Rauma 31.V.16 to Warkaus 1.VI1.16. The cover was censored at Rauma, but
not at Kuopio which it should have been according to regulations. See also cover

page of Rauma
S

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk




Rauma Censor Stamp No. 9

Type: General Comment:

Shape: Circular with two half discs and 7 vertical Similar date stamp used at 4 other censor offices, but none of
lines in each. Diameter: 18 mm these are identical to this newly reported CS.

Description: Circular date stamp Only two items are known, both shown here.

Text: Date with Roman numerals for the month.

Ink: Black

Subtypes: None

Dates of Use: 25 Sep. 1916 to 30 Oct. 1916 5o0rRR

Top: Postcard locally sent at
Rauma cancelled with the
censor date stamp, which is
without any location.

Below: Cover sent from Rauma
30.X.16 CS 9 applied same day.
The cover went via Tampere
censor office marked 31.X.16 to
Hdimeenlinna.
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Rauma Censor Tape W/out City identification: -

Type A

BckppiTo BOoeHHOM 1eH3YpOid.
Sotasensuurin avaama.
Oppnats af krigscensuren.

Type A: Mittel standard 14 point type
without city identification

Shape: Straight line, text in Russian, Finnish
& Swedish

Text: Opened by war censor

Paper colors:  See Subtypes

Dates of Use:

Type |

White paper 15 Sep. 1915 to 08 Dec. 1916
Type Il

Blue paper 06 Jan. 1915 to 03 Jun. 1915
Type lll

Blue paper 30 Oct. 1914 to 01 Oct. 1915
White paper 17 Jan. 1915 to 17 Jan. 1917

Comment:
Refer to main text for differences between three subtypes.
All three types are known used in Rauma.

Rarity:

Insufficient data to establish rarity levels for any of the five
resealing tapes used at Rauma. Nevertheless, all Rauma
resealing tapes are elusive and initialed covers are very rare.

Clearly the Type Ill white tapes are more plentiful considering
length of time in service. Rarity is rated fairly common, level
3. The blue tapes are more elusive but cannot be assigned a
ranking because census is unknown.

Type A Russian Finnish Swedish
| 71-71.5 mm 53.5mm 61
Il 73 mm 54 mm 61
Il 72-72.5 mm | 53-53.5 mm 61

This Type A-III tape on a 17. 1. 15 cover is the EKU of this tape on white
paper. The white colored tape was introduced while the blue paper tapes
were still in use.

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk
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Rauma Censor Initial No. 1

Initial No. 1 is seen on an opened and resealed cover
inspected December 9, 1914. The censor's initial written is in
pencil on the bottom of the blue resealing tape, Type A-lll.
This marking suggests that other actively censored covers
with the censor's initial or signature from Rauma may exist
because the first personal censor stamps were not
introduced at Rauma until March 1915.

Dates of Uses: 05 Dec. 1914 to 09 Dec. 1914

Rarity:
Uncertain, tentative level subject to reevaluation.
Rare, level 4 or R

This is Censor Initial No. 1. The censor has
written his initial on the tape; it is very faint,
located at the bottom left. The Rauma exit cancel
is dated, 9. XII. 14.

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk




Rauma Censor Initial No. 2
Dates of Use: 08 Dec. 1914 to 31 Jul. 1915

Rarity:
Rare, level 4 or R

Rauma Censor Initial No. 2

Rauma Censor Initial No. 2. Front and back of a 4th weight cover (46-60 gr.)that was posted at
Rauma 31.VIL15. and probably delivered unclosed to the post office, where after the censor office
closed the cover with a white censor tape type Alll. There is a Rauma censor stamp type No. 3 on the
front of the cover, which afterwards passed Tornio 1.VIIL.15 and Tornio censor office for passive
censorship, where it was marked with Tornio censor stamp No. 8 mark 1 (Earliest known use). Arrival
postmark from Helsingborg 4.8.1915.
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Rauma Censor Initial No. 3

Dates of Use: 20 Jun. 1915
Rarity: There is only one recorded copy.

The individual censors have not been identified.

It is a weak mark, but clearly different from the
other initials reported at Rauma.

Rauma Censor Initial No. 3 on second weight cover sent from Helsinki
19.VI15

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk

Rauma Censor Initial No. 3




Rauma Censor Initial No. 4

Date of Use: 25 Jul. 1915 to 04 Aug. 1915
Rarity: There are three recorded copies.

Rauma Censor Initial No. 4. on cover from Tampere 24. VII.15 to Rauma
sealed with white censor tape type A-IIl. Rauma postmark dated 25.VII. 15

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk TOP - CS - CT - SI



Rauma Censor Initial No. 5

Date of Use: 03 Nov. 1914 to 28 Apr. 1915.

Rarity: There are three reported copies.

This mark appears to have been written with two separate strokes, but the
letters are uncertain and poorly defined. Given the difficulty in
deciphering many of these initials and signatures, we surmise that the
censor did not wish to have his identity known to the general public.

Rauma Censor Initial No. 5

Rauma Censor Initial No. 5. Front and back of cover sent
from Turku and cancelled with K.P.XP. No. 18 postmark,
dated 2.XI1.14, and initial signature No. 5 on top of the
blue censor tape type A-IIl. Rauma exit mark dated
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Rauma Censor Initial No. 6

Date of Use: 04 Aug. 1915

Rarity: only copy known

Rauma Censor Initial No. 6
Same Censor as Rauma Cs No 4, Mark No. 5

Censor initial No. 6 on cover sent from Turenki to Rauma, inspected 4 VIII.1915
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