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Here is a photo dated 1915, with the censors from the Tornio Censor office and probably also all other 

employees. The photo is from the collection of the Finnish Postal Museum. 

   Revised 19 May 2026 
Russian Postal Censorship in Finland 

https://censor.jiv.dk 
Jon Iversen   

      

https://www.postimuseo.fi/en/frontpage/
https://censor.jiv.dk/
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Tornio Censor Stamp  -  Overview 
 

CS. 1 
 

CS. 2 

 

CS. 3 

 

CS. 4 

 

CS. 5 

 
CS. 6  
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 1 
 
 
 
Type:   Personal 
Shape:   Straight Line 
Size:   15 x 74 mm 
Description: Three lines of text including the ŎŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ 

name in Russian 
Text:   Opened by War Censor in Tornio 

ŎŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ 
Ink:   Red, violet-red, violet 
Subtypes:  There are 30 Marks with the censorΩs sig- 

nature and one Mark with the No. 6, 
cataloged as CS No. 1b. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Comment: 
The stamp impression may be indistinct. Several of these 
marks have been assigned a rarity level of (4, R). Marks are 
seen on all types of mail, solo on passively censored mail, and 
with resealing tapes. 
 
Dates of Use:  Range of use for all marks 

13 Apr. 1915 to 15 Sep. 1916 
 
Dates of Use and Rarity: 
Dates of Use for individual marks are shown with the 
illustration of the mark, the name of the censor as well as the 
rarity level. 
 

 

 
 

Mark No. 1, Censor: Alapohja,   
(Name not known from CS 2) 
20 Aug. 1915 to 06 Mar. 1916            2 
 
 

 
Mark No. 2, Censor: Ahtola,  
(same name as CS 2 mark 1) 
 29. Aug 1915 to 24 Jan. 1916            2 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 3, Censor: Alapoti,  
(Name not known from CS 2) 
19 Apr. 1915               5, RR 
 
The name of the Censor is not correct, as shown above. It is 
weak and unclear and therefore also difficult to copy.  The 

font is more like the following                    
 

 
Mark No. 4, Censor: Aleksejev 
(Name not known from CS 2, but CS mark 24 is the same 
censor)  
17 May 1915 to 25 Jun. 1915        2 
 
 

 
Mark No. 5, Censor: Järvinen 
(same name as CS 2 mark 8 ) 
19 May 1915 to 25 Feb. 1916          2 
 
 

  
Mark No. 6, Censor: Kaijanen  
(same name as CS 2 mark 5 ) 
18 Apr. 1915 to 26 Nov. 1915        2  
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 1, continued 

 
 
 
 
 

  
Mark No. 7, Censor: M. Kaijanen 
(same name as CS 2 mark 6) 
28 Oct. 1915 to 20 Nov. 1915              2 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 8, Censor: Koivumaa 
(Name not known from CS 2) 
18 Apr. 1915 to 11 Jun. 1916               2 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 9, Censor: Monkala 
(same name as CS 2 mark 9) 
13. Apr 1915 to 20 Nov 1915    4 
 
 
 
 

  
Mark No. 10, Censor: Reuter 
(same name as CS 2 mark 10) 
22 Apr 1915 to 25 Aug 1915   2 

 
 
 

 
Mark No. 11, Censor: U. Reuter 
(same name as CS 2 mark 11) 
1 May 1915 to 1 Feb. 1916                  3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Mark No. 12, Censor: Ryhänen 
(same name as CS 2 mark 13) 
28 May 1915 to 2 Feb.  1916                   2 
 
 
 

 
 Mark No. 13, Censor: Savola 
(Name not known from CS 2) 
24 Apr. 1915 to 25 Nov. 1915             2          
 
 
 

 
 Mark No. 14, Censor: Tams 
(Name not known from CS 2) 
14 May 1915                                  5 or RR 
 
 
 

 
 Mark No. 15, Censor: Vanhanen 
(Name not known from CS 2) 
26 Apr. 1915 to 05 Aug. 1915          2 
 
 
 

  
Mark No. 16, Censor: Vanamo 
(Name not known from CS 2) 
17 May 1915 to 03 Oct. 1915                              4, R  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk                       TOP     -     CS    -    CT    -    Wax 

Tornio Censor Marks Å 15. August 1914 to 28. January 1918   To-5 

 

Tornio Censor Stamp No. 1, continued 

 
 
 
 

  
Mark No. 17, Censor: Vienola  
(Name not known from CS 2)  
04 Jun. 1915 to 02 Dec. 1915             3 
 
 
 

  
Mark No. 18, Censor: Järveläinen 
(same name as CS 2 mark 4) 
04 Jun. 1915 to 26 Nov. 1915                             4 or R 
 
 
 

  
Mark No. 19, Censor: Kaijanen 
Se note to illustrations on page To-6 
07 Sep. 1915                    3 
 
 

 
 Mark No. 20, Censor: Koivumma 
(same name as CS 2 mark 12) 
10 Aug. 1915 to 11 Nov. 1915   2 
 
 

 
Mark No. 21, Censor: Vehmanen 
(Name not known from CS 2)  
21 Aug. 1915 to 24 Aug. 1916                   1 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 22, Censor: Unidentified, 
(Name not known from CS 2) 
8 Aug. 1915 to 24 Aug. 1916             3 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 23, Censor: L. Kocheregina,  
(Name not known from CS 2) 
19 May 1915                                               5, RR  
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 24, Censor: Aleksejeff 
 (Mark No. 4 is the same censor,  
same name as CS 2, Mark 15)  
27 Aug. 1915 to 24 Nov. 1915       2             
 
 

 
Mark No. 25, Censor: Broms  
(same name as CS 2, Mark 2)  
 20 May 1915 to 20 Oct.1915           4, R 
 
 

 
Mark No. 26, Censor: Kokko,  
(same name as CS 2, mark 7) 
13 May 1915 to 04 Jan. 1916                             4, R   
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 1, continued 

 
 
 

  
Mark No. 27, Censor: Räsänen,  
(same name as CS 2, mark 14)  
05 May 1915 to 27 May 1915    5, R 
 
 
 

      
Mark No 28, Censor Vykhodtsevsky,  
(Name not known from CS 2) 
21 Apr. 1915 to 21 Jun 1915                            5, RR 
 
 

 
Mark No. 29, Censor: Hagelberg 
(same name as CS 2, Mark 3 
21 Apr. 1915 to 10 Sep. 1915   5, RR 
 
 

 
Mark No. 30, Censor: unknown 
(not known from CS 2) 
05 Nov. 1915     5, RR 
 
Line two measured to 68,5mm (not 74mm) 
Position of line one / two is not similar to the other marks. 
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 1, continued  

 

 

 

  

New registration, Mark No. 28 (Nov. 2017), Censor: Vykhodtsevsky  (name not known from CS2). Here on 

the back of a cover postmarked H.FORS ï P-GRAD No. 2, 28.IV.15 addressed to Grand Hotel in Stockholm 

arriving 1. May, no Tornio marks. Collection Neil Ritchie. 

Latest new reported Tornio CS, Mark No. 30. is found on back of cover to Denmark 

sent from Kotka 3.XI.15, no Tornio postmarks but probably inspected on 05 Nov. 

1915. 

The signature of the censor is significantly larger than any known marks  of CS , 

and size and position of line one and two are different mark 1 to 29.. 
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Newly registered Mark No. 27, Censor: Räsänen (name known from CS2 mark 14) on post card sent 

from Helsinki 4.V.1915, but without any Tornio dating. Another mark No. 27 is known used Tornio 

5.V.1915 in combination with CT21. 

 

 

Tornio Censor Stamp No. 1, continued 

 

 

 

New registration (May 2018), Mark No. 29, Censor Hagelberg. His name is known from CS 2 Mark No 3. 

The cover was sent from Ingå 16 Jun. 1915 to Stockholm arriving 19 Jun. 1915. Exact date of censoring at 

Tornio is not known as the cover has no transit mark. Collection Per-Åke Wikström. 

A second copy of this mark has been reported ï date of use: 30 May 1915. 
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 1, continued

 

Left: This is a previously 

unrecorded subtype. The signature 

of the censor,ʂʦʯʝʨʝʟ˅ʥʘ, is not 

listed in the T & K catalogue. The 

name is that of a Russian woman, L 

Kocheregina, one of several women 

who performed backoffice tasks at 

the Tornio office. Ms. Kocheregina 

was temporarily assigned work as a 

censor. This is the only recorded 

example of her personal mark on 

cover. It is listed here as Mark 23, 

date of use, 19. V. 1915, on a cover 

to Copenhagen. Ms. Kocheregina is 

the only woman to date identified as 

a censor working for the FGPO. 

Marks 6 and 19 bear the signature of censor 

Kaijanen. Mark 6 was used from May through 

November 1915 and Mark 19 for only one day, 9 

July 1915. Possibly the second entry is a 

mistake; both appear identical in appearance, 

format and spelling of the 

censor's name. 
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 1, continued  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tornio Censor Stamp No. 1b, Mark No 6 
 
Dates of Use: 

01 Sep. 1916 to 16 Sep. 1916   3 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Comment: 
This CS has the same format and text as CS No. 1 except that 
the censor is identified with a number assigned to him.  The 
number 6 is the only numbered mark known. 
 

 

Marks No. 6 is the only known sub-type of CS No. 1b struck on cover sent from Loviisa on 15 IX 1916, and 

probably censored the next day at Tornio, making this the LKU use. The cover has no postmarks from Tornio. 

The difference between CS No. 1b and No. 5 is the first word in first line, which is either ɺʩʢʨʠʪʦ in CS No. 1b 

or ʇʨʦʩʤʦʪʨ in CS No. 5. 

 

 



 

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk                       TOP     -     CS    -    CT    -    Wax 

Tornio Censor Marks Å 15. August 1914 to 28. January 1918   To-11 

 

Tornio Censor Stamp No. 2 
 
 
 
 
 
Type:   Personal 
Shape:   Straight Line 
Size:   10 x 71 mm 
Description:  Three lines, text & name in Russian 
Text:   War Censor Inspected 

City of Tornio 
CensorΩs name 

Ink:   Red, violet, blue 
Subtypes:  16 ƳŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴΤ ŜŀŎƘ ŎŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ 

stamp made to order. Centerline 
starting point varies. 

Comment: 
These marks are common and are seen in all types of mail. 
Museum ID: E1 6934. Dates of Use for individual marks are 
shown with the illustration of the mark, the name of the 
censor, and the rarity level. These marks are mostly very 
common or common. 
 
Dates of Use:  Range of use for all known marks 

30 Nov. 1915 to 22 Aug. 1916 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 1, Censor: Ahtola 
(same name as CS 1, mark 2) 
05 Feb. 1916 to 12 Aug. 1916   2 
 

 
Mark No. 2, Censor: Broms 
(same name as CS 1, mark 25) 
22 Dec. 1915 to 21 Apr. 1916   2 
 

 
Mark No. 3, Censor: Hagelberg  
(same name as CS 1, mark 29) 
26 Jan. 1916 to 3 Jul. 1916   2 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 3X, Censor: Hagelberg 
(first word missing)  
02 Jan. 1916 to 28 Jan. 1916   5, RR 
 

 

 
Mark No. 4, Censor: Järveläinen 
(same name as CS 1, mark 18) 
01 Jun. 1916 to 19 Jul. 1916   3 
 

 
Mark No. 5, Censor: Kaijanen 
(same name as CS 1, mark 6) 
30 Nov. 1915 to 19 Aug. 1916   1 
 

 
Mark No. 6, Censor: M. Kaijanen 
(same name as CS 1, mark 7) 
19 Dec. 1915 to 03 Aug. 1916   2 
 

 
Mark No. 7, Censor: Kokko 
(same name as CS 1, mark 26) 
03 Mar. 1916 to 01 Aug. 1916   3 
 

 
Mark No. 8, Censor: Järvinen 
(same name as CS 1, mark 5) 
02 Jan.  1916 to 18 Jul. 1916   1 
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 2, continued 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 9, Censor: Monkala 
(same name as CS 1, mark 9) 
30 Nov. 1915 to 18 Aug. 1916   2 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 10, Censor: Reuter 
(same name as CS 1, mark 10) 
14 Dec. 1915 to 19 Aug. 1916   1 

Tornio Censor Stamp No. 2, continued 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 11, Censor: U Reuter 
(same name as CS 1, mark 11) 
20 Apr. 1916 to 23 Jul. 1916   2 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 12, Censor: Koivumaa 
(same name as CS 1, mark 20) 
04 Dec. 1915 to 14 Aug. 1916   1  
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 13, Censor: Ryhänen 
(same name as CS 1, mark 12) 
16 Feb. 1916 to 22 Aug. 1916   2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 14, Censor: Räsänen 
(same name as CS 1, mark 27) 
24 Dec. 1915 to 15 Apr. 1916   2 
 
 
 

 
Mark No. 15, Censor: Aleksejeff 
(same name as CS 1, mark 24) 
18 Dec. 1915 to 21 Jun. 1916   1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mark No. 16, Censor: Kokko 
(same name as CS 1, mark 26 and CS 2, mark 7) 
15 Jun. 1916    5, RR 
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Three covers have been 

registered censored 02, 26 and 28 

Jan. 1916 which is just prior to 

the use of CS No. 2, Mark No. 3 

are 26 Jan. 1916 to 3 Jul. 1916. 

 

This mark has been listed as CS 

No. 2 Mark 3, due to that the  

most likely considering the period 

of use. 

The marks on this cover and the contents of the cover are missing the first word in the first line, 

so it is not possible to see if it is a CS No. 1 or No. 2. 

 

The difference between CS No. 1 and No. 2 is the first word in the first line, which is either 

ɺʩʢʨʳʪʦ or ʇʨʦʩʤʦʪʨ.   

 

 

Tornio Censor Stamp No. 2, continued 
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Type:   General 
Shape:   Straight Line 
Size:   22 x 48 mm 
Description:  Three lines of text in Russian & 

ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ 
Text:   War Censor 

City of Tornio 
ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ 

Ink:   Violet-red 
Subtypes:  None reported 
 
Dates of Use:   __  Jan. 1916 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment: 
This stamp originally served as the Tornio internal censor 
mark No. 1, and was later converted by removing the lower 
rows. Used only in January 1916, exact dates are unknown. 
Usage of this CS has not been confirmed by Termonen & 
Keturi. 
 
At this point, it would seem unlikely that this censor stamp 
mark will be found on any ordinary cover processed by the 
Tornio censor office. 
 
CS illustration is from the Post Museum. 
 
Rarity: 
Unranked, no rarity level can be established until usage is 
confirmed. 
 
 
 
 
 

No Cover Illustration is Available 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

WEB: Censor.jiv.dk                       TOP     -     CS    -    CT    -    Wax 

Tornio Censor Marks Å 15. August 1914 to 28. January 1918   To-15 

 

Tornio Censor Stamp No. 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Type:   Personal 
Shape:   Straight Line 
Size:   30 x 34 mm 
Description:  Four lines, text & name in Russian 
Text:   War Censor Opened 

City of Tornio 
War censor 
/ŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ 

Ink:   Red, violet 
Subtypes:  One 
Dates of Use: 
Mark No. 1  09 Feb.  1915 to (30?) Jun.  1916 2 
Mark No. 2 08 Jun. 1916 to15 Jun.  1916  5, RR 
Mark No. 3  30 Jun.  1916 or  01 Jul. 1916  5, RR 
 

 
 
Comment: 
Known with this signature only. The mark is common. CS is 
seen solo on objects such as postal cards and with resealing 
tapes on opened and inspected letters. 
 
Mark No. 1 first Russian word in the first line is ʕ ͫͪ͟·ͭͦ 
 

Mark No. 2 first Russian word in the first line is ʇʈʆʉʄ 

(Inspected) This variation of the CS is a discovery (2017).  

 
Mark No. 3   first Russian word in the first line is missing, 
probably broken off or became unglued and the CS was taken 
out of service, probably on June 30 or July 1, 1916. 
 
Rarity: 
Mark No. 1:      Common, level 2. 
Mark No. 2:    Very rare, 5, RR, only three examples have been 
reported, see cover on next page. 
Mark No. 3:    Very rare, 5, RR, only one example has been 
reported, see cover on next page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tornio CS No. 4, Mark No.3 

 

Illustrated here is the common CS No. 4, Mark 1 shown with CT No. 23 on 

the back of a cover from Helsinki via Tornio to Stockholm. 

 

 
Tornio CS No. 4, Mark No.2 

 
Tornio CS No. 4, Mark No.1 
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 4, continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CS No. 4, Mark No.2 is a new reported (2017) where two copies were found. 

It very much looks like first word of the mark has been changed from 

ɺʩʢʨʳʪʦ to ʇʈʆʉʄ. Both known copies of this postmark are from about 

15. Jun. 1916. The exact date is difficult to establish as mail going via TCO 

were no longer transit postmarked. The above cover was sent from Helsinki 

13.IV.1916 and arrived at Hälsingborg in Sweden on 17.6.17.  

CS No. 4, Mark 3 on cover from Skuru 19 Jun. 1916 to Stockholm, arriving 

on 3.7.1916. The first Russian word of the CM is now missing, maybe due to 

the change made earlier in June. Further reporting of CS No.4 from June 

1916 would be interesting!  
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 5 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Type:   Personal 
Shape:   Straight Line 
Size:   16 x 75 mm 
Description:  Three lines, text in Russian 
Text:   War Censor Inspected 

City of Tornio War Censor 
/ŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ personal ID number 

Ink:   Red, violet 
Subtypes:  Several known; Mark numbers are 

listed below with the date(s) of use. 
 
Dates of Use: 
Mark No. 3  01 Sep. 1916 to 29 Sep. 1916  3 
Mark No. 5  09 Aug. 1916 to 05 Sep. 1916  3 
Mark No. 7  09 Aug. 1916 to 22 Sep.  1916  3 
Mark No. 8  08 Aug. 1916 to 29 Sep. 1916  3 
Mark No. 9  21 Aug. 1916 to 28 Sep. 1916 3 
Mark No. 10  03 Sep. 1916 to 04 Sep. 1916 5, RR 
Mark No. 11  15 Aug. 1916 to 25 Sep. 1916  3 
Mark No. 12  26 Jul. 1916 to 21 Sep. 1916  3 
Mark No. 13  14 Sep. 1916    5, RR 
Mark No. 14  21 Aug. 1916 to 16 Sep. 1916  3 
Mark No. 16  15 Aug. 1916 to 29 Sep. 1916  3 
Mark No. 18  26 Aug.  1916    5, RR 
Mark No. 20  23 Sep. 1916 to 26 Sep.  1916  3 
Mark No. 22  26 Aug. 1916 to 19 Sep. 1916  5, RR 
 

Comment: 
Unlisted mark numbers are unknown. Marks are often 
blurred and indistinct. These marks are seen on general 
correspondence, solo on objects, and with resealing tapes. 
The length of the second line varies. 
 
Rarity: All the marks are common, ranked 3 except for Mark 
Nos. 10, 13, 18, and 22 which are known used only one or two 
days and are ranked at level 5, RR. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Generally, Finnish censored covers 

realize only small premiums in the 

marketplace. There are several reasons 

ranging from a strongly felt emotional 

dislike for the intrusions imposed by the 

Russian government and attendant sad 

memories, including censorship, of this 

difficult time to the fact that better covers 

from the wartime period were long ago 

sought out by traditional collectors and 

postal historians tracking rates, usages 

and destinations. Another factor is the 

consistently poor quality of the censorship 

impression as seen on these two items. The 

top item, a post card to Sweden that bears 

a light Mark 16 strike and the cover on the 

left, a nearly complete strike of Mark 8. 
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This cover sent from Tornio 22.IX.16 and has been stamped "TARK 9" on front side, when passing Tornio Censor 

office. At Helsinki 24 IX.16 the cover was resealed with CT 6 and stamped with CS 20, Mark 63, and CS 17 in Russian 

calendar, 11.IX.16, on top of the CT.   

Tornio Censor Stamp No. 6 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Type:   Personal 
Shape:   Straight Line 
Size:   20 x 3 mm 
Description:  One line, text in Finnish 
Text:  Inspect(ed) + ŎŜƴǎƻǊΩǎ personal ID 
Ink:   Blue, violet 
Subtypes:  None reported 
 
Dates of Use:  02 Sep. 1916 to 06 Oct. 1916 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment: 
Mark appears on double-censored ƻōƧŜŎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ άwέ is 
missing on some of the strikes. This rubber stamp has a 
wooden handle and removable letters.  
Post Museum ID: E1 6950. 
 
Rarity: 
Although double censored objects are elusive and highly 
desirable, this mark is common, level 2. 
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Type:  Personal 
Shape:   Straight Line 
Size:   8 x 52 mm 
Description:  Two lines, text in Russian 
Text:   Opened by War Censor.........191 

Tornio war censor No. __ 
Ink:  Red, blue, violet 
Subtypes:  30 marks are known from Nos. 1 

through 40. 
Dates of Use: 
Mark No. 1  20 Dec.  1916    5, RR 
Mark No. 3  29 Sep. 1916 to 23 Mar. 1917  2 
Mark No. 4  29 Apr. 1917 to 01 Sep.  1917  5, RR 
Mark No. 5.  05 Sep. 1916 to 24 Dec. 1917  3 
Mark No. 6  16 Oct. 1916 to 21 Mar. 1917  2 
Mark No. 7  25 Sep.  1916 to 23 Mar. 1917  2 
Mark No. 8  10 Oct. 1916 to 14 Mar. 1917  2 
Mark No. 9  10 Oct. 1916 to 23 Mar. 1917  2 
Mark No. 10  10 Oct. 1916 to 18 Feb. 1917  3 
Mark No. 11  09 Oct. 1916 to 20 Mar. 1917  3 
Mark No. 12  31 Oct. 1916 to __Dec. 1916  3 
Mark No. 13  29 Nov. 1916 to __. Mar 1917  3 
Mark No. 14  24 Oct. 1916 to 24. Mar 1917  3 
Mark No. 15  07 Oct. 1916 to 05. Mar 1917  3 
Mark No. 16  20 Sep. 1916 to 24. Mar 1917  3 
Mark No. 18  11 Oct. 1916 to 23. Dec 1916  3 
Mark No. 19  31 Jan. 1917    5, RR 
Mark No. 20  05 Sep. 1916 to 06 Dec. 1916  3 
Mark No. 21  14 Sep. 1916 to 26 Nov. 1916  2  
Mark No. 22  09 Oct. 1916 to 30 Jan.  1917  5, RR 
Mark No. 23  11 Jan. 1917    5, RR 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark No. 24  08 Jan. 1917    5, RR 
Mark No. 26  20 Oct. 1916    5, RR 
Mark No. 28  18 Dec. 1916    5, RR 
Mark No. 30  19 Apr. 1917    5, RR 
Mark No. 33  13 Apr. 1917 and 17 Apr. 1917  5, RR 
Mark No. 34  13 Apr. 1917 and 20 Apr. 1917  5, RR 
Mark No. 35  18 Feb 1917 to 21 Apr. 1917  4, R 
Mark No. 36  11 Apr. 1917 and 19 Apr. 1917 5, RR 
Mark No. 39 19 Apr. 1917   5, RR 
Mark No. 40  11 Apr. 1917 and 18 Apr 1917  5, RR 
 
Comment: 
The type was used at all censor location. Gaps in numbers 
exist. Nos. 1, 4, 5, 14, 15, 19, 21-23 were added by Termonen 
& Keturi, Postisensuuri Suomessa, Vol. 2, pages 66-67. Nos. 
24, 26, 28, 33, and 34 were added after T & K.  New mark finds 
are still possible. 
 
Nos. 33, 34, 35, 36, and 40 are reported used in periods 11 to 
21 Apr. 1917 in combination with Helsinki CT. Either censors 
were relocated from Tornio to Helsinki and brought their 
personal CS along to the new office, or the available Tornio 
Cs were temporarily used of new censors until Helsinki Cs 
were available. 
 
When this mark is used solo on an object, (i.e., postal card), 
the date is most often left blank; on opened and inspected 
mail, the date is usually written in. 
 
Rarity: 
Thirteen of these marks merit a rank of 4 or 5 (R or RR). 

 
 

  
This censor stamp is known on all 

types of correspondence. When 

used to mark domestic open 

letters (post and postal cards) 

only the mark is seen without the 

date written in the space on the 

first line. 

  

CS No. 7, Mark 14 is here used on 

card sent from Helsinki 19.X.16 

to Costa Rica, arrival 

postmarked 22 Nov. 1916. 
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 7, continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tornio Censor Stamp No. 7, continued 

 

Right: Helsinki, 13. XII. 16 to 

Stockholm. Inspected at Tornio 

and on departure from the censor 

office truck with CS No. 7, Mark 

9, which is a fairly common mark. 

 

On opened mail to abroad, the 

departure date is always written 

on the top line of the stamp by the 

censor or his assistant. 

 

ere formateringen i tekstboksen med uddraget.] 

 

Left: Wyborg to Helsingborg, 

Sweden, via Tornio censor office 

where it was opened, inspected, and 

resealed and struck on departure 

with CS No. 7, Mark 5, 14. X. 1916.  

 

Right: On this registered 

letter from Helsinki to Berne, 

Switzerland, the cover was 

directed to Tornio via London, 

5 November 1916, then to 

Berne. The cover appears not 

to have been censored at 

London or Bern; however, it 

was opened and censored 

at Tornio, resealed and struck 

with CS No. 7, Mark 8. 

 

We often see the lower valued 

two kopek stamps in blocks of 

10 because it was less 

expensive to buy ten two kopek 

stamps than one 20 kopek 

stamp. 
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 7, continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This cover was sent from Åbo Aktiebank 11 IV 17 to a Bank in Stockholm, The cover arrived at Helsinki 12 IV 17 

and inspected 17 IV 17, where the cover was re-sealed with a Helsinki CT and stamped with Tornio Cs. No. 7, Mark 

34, this mark is a new discovery (2019). From 20 Mar. 1917 mail to abroad was censored at Helsinki instead of 

Tornio, and therefore some censors from Tornio were relocated. Marks Nos. 33, 34, 35, 36, 39, and 40 have been 

reported used in period 11 to 21 Apr. 1917 in combination with Helsinki CT, probably by censors, who were 

relocated to Helsinki and brought their personal CS along to the new office, or these CS were given temporary to 

new censors because Helsinki CSôs were not available? The fact that none of the numbers used t Helsinki has been 

reported used at Tornio speaks in favor of the last option. 

This cover has been opened on three sides, not for displaying, but due to bank policy, so that no papers could be 

overlooked in incoming covers.  
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 7, continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Two examples from June 1917, where the city name of the original CS has been removed and the name of Tornio (in Cyrillic) 

has been added by handΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ άпмέ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ς probably the same on the second but cannot be 

confirmed. The position of the text in the two lines reveals that it is the name of Helsinki that has been removed. Helsinki 

CS 7, Mark 41 has been reported one day only: 30 Oct. 1916. Highest known number with city ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƴƛƻ ƛǎ άплέ. 

 

From end of March 1917 very little mail were censored at Tornio, see previous page. 

 

 

Postcard sent from Tornio As 3.VI.17 and inspected at Tornio, even though mail to abroad was 

to be inspected at Helsinki from 20 Mar 1917, with exception of mail from shipping companies 

(Bulletin 3930). The card does not show that sender is from one of these companies. 

 

Name of Tornio is written by hand after original name of the CS has been removed. 
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Handstamp from the Postal Museum. The photo clearly shows the center og the mark with the 

Cyrillic letters ñɼ. ʎ.ò  being removed and altering the CS from Mark 1 to Mark 2. Photo: Mikko 

Nykänen, The Finnish Postal Museum. 

Tornio Censor Stamp No. 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark No. 1 
 
Type: General 
Shape:   Oval w/one ring & two rosettes 
Size:   18 x 32 mm 
Description:  Two lines of text in Russian 
Text:   ά˨. ̇ .έ  (ά 5Φ ¢ǎΦέ) 

War Censor 
City of Tornio 

Ink:   Reddish violet and violet 
Subtypes:  One reported, letter ά5Φ ¢ǎΦέ 

removed. 
Dates of Use: 
Mark No. 1  01 Aug.  1915 to 03 Dec.  1915 3 
Mark No. 2  29 Apr. 1916 to 19 Mar. 1917 5, RR 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark No. 2 
 
Comment: 
This stamp is known on administrative business letters from 
Helsinki to abroad. Also known solo on postcards to abroad. 
Appears that CS was out of service for some months, then 
ǊŜƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ά.˨ .̇έ removed. CS Mark No. 
2 is known for passive censored items. 

 
Rarity: 
Mark No. 1  Fairly common, level 3 
Mark No. 2  Very rare, level 5 or (RR) 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

https://www.postimuseo.fi/en/frontpage/
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The violet strike on this card to Copenhagen is the LKU of this censor stamp with the Russian 

letters, "D.Ts." in the center.  

Tornio Censor Stamp No. 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Reddish violet ink impression on postal card to Sweden. This is one censor stamp which is 

always seen in a clear, clean strike. 
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top: Mark 2 on official 

letter sent by 

Järnvägsstyrelsen in 

Finland, on 27.IV.16 to 

Sweden, this is the 

earliest reported use for 

Mark No.2.   

 

 

Below: same mark on 

official letter from 

Postal Administration of 

Finland sent to Asthon 

Under Lyne on 20 Jul. 

1916. (size reduced) 
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Type:   General 
Shape:   Rectangular, double frame, two rosettes 
Size:   22 x 44 mm 
Description:  In the center, two lines of text in 

Russian with the date in the center 
Text:   War Censor(ing) 

Date (Month in Cyrillic letters) 
Not Allowed 

Ink:   Violet, Red 
Subtypes:  None reported 
Dates of Use:  30 Sep. 1914 to 07 Nov. 1915  5, RR. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Comment: This is a ban mark, άʕ͔͚ͦͤͤͦ ͼ͔͚ͤͯͪͦ͘ ς ˹͔ 
ͨͪͨͯ΅͔ͤΆέ meaning  ά²ŀǊ /ŜƴǎƻǊ ς Not Allowedέ. This CS 
was not listed in Tornio section of the Quinby CD.  
 
Variations of this ban mark are now listed under the following 
censor offices: Helsinki, Oulu, Pori), Rauma, Tampere,  Tornio, 
and Viipuri. 
 

The last letter in the third line varies both ̌  and ˻  are seen, 

and sometimes part of or all of the third line has been 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΣ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨŘŜƴƛŜŘΩ ǘƻ ΨallowedΩΦ 
  
Rarity:  Five known ς very rare 5, RR. 

 

 

 

 

 

This cover was sent from Galitsina, in Carelia, 28.IX,14, with direction ñvia Tornioò, first word 

hidden under CT. The cover was stopped by censor 30. Sep. 1914; ñʅɽ ʇʈʆʇʋʑɽʒò is translated 

to ñNot Allowedò. On 3.II.1915 the cover was resealed with CT 15 and stamped with Tornio 

postmark. Arrival postmark from London 11.2.1915.  
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Tornio Censor Stamp No. 9, continued 

 

The decorative mute postmark on this cover is from Warsaw, and the cover was sent via Tornio for censoring where 

it on was stamped with the ban mark, ñʅɽ ʇʈʆʇʋʑɽʒò is translated to ñNot Allowedò. The ban mark is dated ñ11 

ʷʥʚ 1915ò which is 11. Jan. 1915, but we cannot know if this is Julian or Gregorian calendar. The cover was resealed 

with CT No 15, stamped with Tornio postmark dated 3. Feb. 15, so the cower was delayed 11 or 24 days, maybe just 

because of the German titillation ñFraulinò (Miss) in the address. German text was not tolerated by Russian censors. 

The cover arrived in Copenhagen 6 Feb. 1915.  

This cover has previous been listed on the Helsinki pages. Collection Neil Ritchie.  
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Censor's Handwritten Notation 

 

 
 
 
 
Type:   Handwritten Censor Notation 
Shape:   Straight line, text in Swedish 
Size:   Varies 
Description: Handwritten, two lines 
Text:   Opened by war censor 
Ink/Paper Color:  Black ink on envelope paper 
 
Dates of Use:   15 Aug. 1914 to 18 Aug.  1914 
 

 
 
Comment: 
The Editor has noticed one handwritten cover with a Tornio 
exit cds from 18 August 1914 although paper tapes were 
reported to be used as early as 16 August 1914. 
 
Uncertain how many different censors hand-wrote the 
inscription, "Öppnats af krigcensuren" on covers during the 
first few days of censorship. All these covers were resealed 
with three different Tornio postal wax seals. 
 
Rarity: Certainly, hundreds of covers passed through the 
Tornio censor office during the first days, but an accurate 
census of surviving covers is difficult. A 4 or R ranking level is 
appropriate at his time. 19 covers on the editor's list of known 
items (15 - 17 Aug. 1914). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This registered Åbo Aktiebank cover was postmarked at Turku, 5. VIII. 14, arriving Tornio 9. VIII. 14 

and departing the censor office on the first day of censorship, 15. VIII. 15, for Brussels. It was briefly 

held pending the opening of the Tornio censor office. The cover was resealed with the Tornio postal 

wax stamp No. 2 with the letter-number combination A-1. This cover arrived in London, marked 

"Inaccessible-retour" and returned to Turku, 6. IX. 14. It is entirely possible that this cover first went 

to Helsinki for dispatch via Helsinki-St. Petersburg railway, but because of war conditions returned 

to Tornio where foreign mail was first censored. Without transit markings, this cannot be established 

with 100% certainty; rather, it is a reasonable conclusion based on the literature and applicable 

postal circulars. 
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Censor's Handwritten Notation (Second Day of Censorship) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This registered cover was postmarked at Turku on 7. VIII. 14 and released from the censor office eight 

days later, on 16, VIII. 14, arriving Göteborg, Sweden, 20. 8. 14. The cover was resealed with Postal 

Wax Seal No. 2 with the letter-number combination A-1. The larger dark red wax seal in the center is 

the sender's seal; the name is unreadable.  




























































































